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     It’s that time of the year when we are busy decking the halls, shopping, wrapping 
presents, writing cards and letters, and baking homemade goodies. 
     South Dakota has a proud history of military heroes, and as we approach the holi-
day season, let us not forget the service to this country that has spanned the gener-
ations. Let us not forget the families of current and past soldiers, as they also en-
dured a great deal while loved ones were deployed. 
     We wish you and your family a blessed holiday season and a new year of peace 
and happiness. Please keep our heroes, past and present in your hearts. God bless 
our veterans, 
their families, 
and our 
troops that 
are currently 
serving in 
harm’s way. 
 

Happy holidays to all our 

partners 
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Rapid city central jrotc 

program receives national 

award 
     The Rapid City Central High School Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps received the 2021 Fulcrum Shield 
Award during a ceremony at Camp Rapid, Dec. 8, for having the top youth drug prevention program national-
ly.  
     The South Dakota Army National Guard’s Counterdrug Substance Abuse Program nominated the JROTC 
program for the award for their partnership in community-based, anti-drug and substance abuse messaging. 
     The Fulcrum Shield Award is presented by the Office of the Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for 
Counter-Narcotics to recognize youth organizations affiliated with the military that have made recognizable 
strides in spreading the anti-drug message throughout their communities.  
     Army JROTC programs have existed since 1916 and today are in more than 1,700 schools around the coun-
try. Its mission is to motivate young people to become better citizens through classes and active involvement 
in community service activities. The Central 
High School JROTC program began in 1995. 
     “It’s truly an honor to receive the Ful-
crum Shield Award,” said Kristi Palmer, with 
the SDARNG Counterdrug Substance Abuse 
Program. “This award validates all of our 
hard work through our community partner-
ships and the JROTC. Being recognized with 
the top youth drug prevention program in 
the nation is a big deal!”  
     The award, first presented in 2002, is 
named in honor of five military personnel 
from Fort Bliss, Texas, who were killed in an 
aircraft accident in 1999 while on a counter-
drug reconnaissance mission in Columbia.  
     A cadet chain of command and staff lead 
the JROTC program at CHS. Students who 
demonstrate commitment, drive, and leadership manage the organization and select community service ac-
tivities to support. 
     Central High School JROTC has partnered with the SDARNG Red Ribbon Committee since 1996 to show the 
Red Ribbon Week Spirit in Rapid City schools and the community. During RRW, JROTC volunteers to help with 
events to keep the mission a success. 

(continued on next page) 
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JROTC Recognition (Continued) 
     “The South Dakota National Guard has a history of working with the Central High School JROTC during Red 
Ribbon Week and throughout the school year,” said Palmer. “The JROTC cadets provide a drill team ceremo-
ny at our RRW kick-off event and tie the ribbons on the presidents (statues) in downtown Rapid City. The ca-
dets have marched in the RRW parade, provided judges for our RRW billboard contest, and supported our 
counterdrug team with climbing wall mission support.” 
     Central High School JROTC 
has grown in attendance since 
1995. The first year, there 
were 90 cadets enrolled in the 
program. That number 
peaked in 2011 to 220 cadets 
and currently averages 150 
cadets in the program. 
     The JROTC program started 
to perform small community 
service projects at the begin-
ning of the program and cur-
rently performs over 1,000 
hours of community service 
projects or services to help 
the community. 
     The JROTC has grown in 
their partnership with the 
SDARNG over the years. The 
addition of their volunteer time with RRW activities has had huge impacts on raising the awareness of drug 
prevention in the community. 
     “Since coming to the program, I’ve seen our relationship with the SDARNG grow tremendously,” said 1st 
Sgt. Ryan Wheele, JROTC senior instructor. “Having this strong partnership has allowed us to integrate many 
resources and capabilities of the SDARNG into our training opportunities for cadets.” 
     The cadets expanded their drug prevention involvement over the years to supplement the message by 
selecting the SDARNG Counterdrug program.  
     “While many of the benefits of our partnership with the SDARNG are tangible, such as access to facilities, 
training resources, etc.; others such as mentorship, professional role modeling, and sharing the desire to 
serve offer many unique experiences and interactions for our cadets that typical high school students don’t 
have access to,” said Wheele. “Having these first-hand experiences is likely a driving factor in the propensity 
to serve among our senior cadets, as many choose military service as their primary post-secondary option. 
Ultimately, the SDARNG helps bring our program to life in a way that would otherwise not be possible, and 
we are very thankful for their service and continued support.” 
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2022 South Dakota 

Legislative Session 
     The 97th Session of the South Dakota Legislature will convene 
at approximately 1:00 pm on Tuesday, January 11, 2022, with 
Governor Noem’s State of the State Address. This year’s session is
scheduled for 38 legislative days, with the main run concluding 
March 10. March 28 is reserved for considering gubernatorial ve-
toes. 
     Legislative Research Council’s website can be viewed at: 
https://sdlegislature.gov/. 
     The legislative calendar can be found on the next page or at: 
https://mylrc.sdlegislature.gov/api/documents/220075.pdf. 
     There are 105 legislators—35 in the Senate and 70 in the 
House of Representatives. 

Lt. Governor Rhoden visits 

the State Veterans 

Cemetery 

     Lt. Governor Larry Rhoden and Brad Otten, 
director of operations and deputy policy advisor 
for Governor Kristi Noem,  took time out of their 
busy schedule last week to tour the South Dako-
ta Veterans Cemetery.    
     Although both had been their numerous times 
for special events, neither had been given a com-
plete tour of the buildings and grounds.     

https://sdlegislature.gov/
https://mylrc.sdlegislature.gov/api/documents/220075.pdf
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     Staff at the Michael J. Fitzmaurice State Veterans Home have en-
sured all neighborhoods are festively decorated and there is an 
abundant supply of treats for our residents.     
     Partners throughout the state are delivering care packages, 
treats, presents, and gift cards for our heroes.     
     The American Legion Auxiliary members and the South Dakota 
National Guard soldiers and their families delivered gifts last week.    
     Sincere thanks to all our partners who take time out of their busy 
holiday schedules to bring the spirit of Christmas to our heroes! 

Elves visiting the state 

veterans home 
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     Wreaths have arrived for the wreath laying cere-
mony Saturday, December 18 at the South Dakota 
Veterans Cemetery in Sioux Falls.    
     The program will start at 11:00 am (CT) and will 
include remarks from South Dakota Lt. Governor 
Larry Rhoden, US Congressman Dusty Johnson, and 
South Dakota Veterans Cemetery Director Erin 
Brown.   Immediately following the program, 
attendees will place wreaths at all the graves of our 
heroes at the SD Veterans Cemetery.      

Wreaths arrive at state 

veterans cemetery 
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Va strengthens care for 

veterans impacted by 

intimate partner violence 

and sexual assault 
     The United States Department of Veterans Affairs recently initiated a pilot program to improve services 
for veterans who have experienced or are experiencing intimate partner violence or sexual assault. 
     The two-year initiative focuses on strengthening community partnerships, training for VA staff and com-
munity partners, identifying effective clinical interventions, and providing outreach to underserved popula-
tions. 
     “Approximately one in three women and one in four men in the general population report experiencing 
intimate partner violence,” said VA Management and Social Work Executive Director Jill 
Debord. “Research by VA’s National Center for post-traumatic stress disorder shows veterans may be dis-
proportionally impacted by IPV.”   
     The pilot program stems from the Johnny Isakson and David P. Roe, M.D. Veterans Health Care and Bene-
fits Improvement Act of 2020, Title 5 of the Deborah Sampson Act. This initiative allows opportunity to 
better understand and address intimate partner violence and sexual assault among the veteran population. 
     Veterans who have experienced or are 
experiencing IPV are encouraged to contact 
an Intimate Partner Violence Assistance Pro-
gram Coordinator at the nearest VA medical 
center or call the National Domestic Vio-
lence Hotline at 800-799-7233 or 800-787-
3224 (TTY). 
     VAMCs in New York, Florida, Tennessee, 
Illinois, Arkansas, Utah, Wyoming, Washing-
ton, Hawaii, and Arizona are participating in 
the pilot program.    
     For more information about available 
supportive services, visit VA’s Intimate Part-
ner Violence Assistance Program or VA’s 
Military Sexual Trauma Program.    

https://www.socialwork.va.gov/IPV/About.asp
https://www.socialwork.va.gov/IPV/Coordinators.asp
https://www.socialwork.va.gov/IPV/Coordinators.asp
https://www.socialwork.va.gov/IPV/About.asp
https://www.socialwork.va.gov/IPV/About.asp
https://www.va.gov/health-care/health-needs-conditions/military-sexual-trauma/
https://www.va.gov/health-care/health-needs-conditions/military-sexual-trauma/
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Dec 18—Wreaths Across America—South Dakota Veterans Cemetery—Sioux Falls—11:00 am (CT) 
Dec 23—State Offices Closed in the afternoon 
Dec 24—State Offices Closed 
Dec 31—State Offices Closed 
 

2022 
Jan 3—BHNC Unaccompanied Veterans Memorial Service—(20901 Pleasant Valley Dr)—Sturgis—9:00 am (MT) 
Jan 10—POW/MIA Chair of Honor Dedication—State Capitol—2:00 pm (CT) 
Jan 11—Governor’s State of the State Address 
Jan 12—SD Veterans Council Meeting—Redrossa Italian Grille—Pierre—3:00 pm (CT) 
Jan 12—SD Veterans Council/SDDVA Legislative Reception—Redrossa Italian Grille—Pierre—5:30—7:30 pm (CT) 
Jan 19—SDDVA “Virtual” Mini Conference  
Jan 30-31—SD VFW Annual Legislative Conference—Moose Lodge (910 N. Deadwood Street)—Fort Pierre 
Feb 18-20—American Legion Mid Winter Conference—Oacoma 
Feb 27-Mar 3—National VFW Legislative Conference—Washington, DC 
Apr 4—BHNC Unaccompanied Veterans Memorial Service—(20901 Pleasant Valley Dr)—Sturgis—9:00 am (MT) 
Apr 8-10—DAV of South Dakota State Convention—Rushmore Hotel and Suites (445 Mt. Rushmore Road)— 
     Rapid City 
Jun 9-12—State VFW Convention—Ramada Inn—Mitchell 
Jun 12—Midwest Honor Flight Annual Honor Ride 
Jun 16-19—State American Legion Conference—Watertown 
Jul 11—BHNC Unaccompanied Veterans Memorial Service—(20901 Pleasant Valley Dr)—Sturgis—9:00 am (MT) 
Jul 18-23—National Veterans Golden Age Games—Sioux Falls 
Jul 31-Aug 4—Military Order of the Purple Heart National Convention—Rapid City 

Aug 15-18—SDDVA Annual CTVSO Benefit School 
Sep 1—Veterans Day at the South Dakota State Fair 
Sep 1-5—South Dakota State Fair 
Oct 3—BHNC Unaccompanied Veterans Memorial Service—(20901 Pleasant Valley Dr)—Sturgis—9:00 am (MT) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Audry Ricketts, Public Information Officer 

South Dakota Department of the Military https://military.sd.gov/ 

South Dakota Department of Veterans Affairs https://vetaffairs.sd.gov 

Soldiers and Sailors Building  -  425 E Capitol Avenue 

Pierre, SD 57501 

Phone: 605-773-8242  

E-mail address: audry.ricketts@state.sd.us 
 

Upcoming events  
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